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sented to the King of Prussia he did not wait to see
what turn the conversation would take. Instead, the
Chancellor took Frederick aside and lectured him for
several hours from this Catechism. As Frederick had
no particular desire to interrupt, for this made it un-
necessary for him to commit himself, Kaunitz believed
that he had made a profound impression on Frederick.
In fact, Kaunitz wrote to Maria Theresa saying that
" his conversation had made a most vivid impression
upon the King of Prussia."

Frederick was amused and yet astonished by this
famous diplomat's lack of judgment. " Kaunitz/' he
wrote to his Ambassador in Vienna, " considers me only
a soldier who has no conception of politics. I cannot
deny that he has amused me considerably/'

By the time Kaunitz returned to Vienna, pleased
with his imaginary success at Neustadt, Catherine's
victorious campaign had brought the Russian armies
very close to Austria's frontiers. The Chancellor
realised that something more drastic than amicable
conversations must be arranged. Maria Theresa con-
tinued to resist the suggestion of war, but Kaunitz and
Joseph finally persuaded her to mobilise her armies and
to be prepared for the possibility of a Russian invasion,
Kaunitz pointed out to her that the news of Austrian
preparedness would restrain Catherine and Frederick
and prevent them from becoming too aggressive.

Kaunitz, who now sided more openly with Joseph*
also told Maria Theresa that it would benefit Austria to
act as Turkey's official mediator when the peace with
Russia was finally concluded. As a reward for these
services, Kaunitz proposed to ask Turkey to cede
Wallachia to Austria. Maria Theresa hated these sag-;
gestions; but for the first time in her life she wa$